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ing for a general discussion. This again was a
good move, letting the idea of peace permeate
to all the commandos.
The first meeting of representatives was
stormy. With great moral courage Schalk
Burgher took the lead and announced that the
British Government would decline to listen to
any terms which implied independence for their
States. Steyn was too ill to attend, but De Wet
spoke fiercely against peace without liberty.
The debate lasted two days. Then Commis-
sioners were sent to Pretoria with fresh pro-
posals,
By this time Kitchener saw with unerring
intuition that most of them wanted peace if only
it could be put in a form that would save their
self-respect. Except De Wet they were reason-
able enough to see that the terms were generous
and resistance was hopeless, but sentiment
remained the decisive factor. An aggressive
attitude, even a tactless word, might inflame
their pride and send them back to fight in
desperation. That would mean a few more
months of the drive and blockhouse struggle,
followed by years of smouldering hate and
rebellion. With infinite patience he listened to
their proposals and soothed their feelings. No
stress was laid on the fact that the two States
had already been formally annexed by the
British Government; nor were the delegates
reminded that they had been proclaimed as
outlaws. In order to sweeten the bitterness of
surrender a promise was held out of self-
government, to be introduced at a date which
was purposely left vague. Another concession